Name:_____________________________________
Answer the questions on the back of this paper
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Renaissance Arts Webquest 
This assignment is intended to familiarize you with some of the most famous 



examples of art/literature from the Italian Renaissance.  Answer the following 



questions on a separate sheet of paper, using complete sentences.   
 



Leonardo da Vinci 



The Mona Lisa: 



http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/leonardo/gallery/monalisa.shtml 



1) Who (most likely) is the figure pictured in Mona Lisa?  What is another possibility for it’s 



identity? 



2) How did da Vinci paint such an ambiguous (able to be interpreted in different ways) 



expression on Mona Lisa’s face? 



3) How did da Vinci give the painting more depth, making the background look more 



distant? 



4) Where does the painting reside today? 



 



The Last Supper 



http://www.sacred‐destinations.com/italy/milan‐santa‐maria‐delle‐grazie‐last‐supper 



5) In what city is the painting located? 



6) What event does it depict? 



7) Why is the painting deteriorating more rapidly than others of its type? 



8) What is the controversy in the painting, famously discussed in the popular book The da 



Vinci Code? 



 



Michelangelo 



Sistine Chapel Ceiling 



http://arthistory.about.com/od/famous_paintings/a/sischap_ceiling.htm 



9) Who commissioned Michelangelo to paint the chapel ceiling? 



10) About how large is the painting (dimensions of the ceiling) 



11) What are some of the scenes depicted? 



12) How long did it take to finish? 



13) How did he reach the ceiling to paint it?  



 



David 



http://vlsi.colorado.edu/~rbloem/david.html 



14) What is different about Michelangelo’s David, compared to other statues of the same 



character by other sculptors? 



15) Why did the city of Florence commission Michelangelo to create the statue? 



 



Petrarch 



http://italian.about.com/library/weekly/aa021600a.htm 



16) What form of poetry did Petrarch develop? 



17) For whom did he write most of his sonnets?  Why? 










Renaissance Arts Webquest 

This assignment is intended to familiarize you with some of the most famous 

examples of art/literature from the Italian Renaissance.  Answer the following 

questions on a separate sheet of paper, using complete sentences.   

 

Leonardo da Vinci 

The Mona Lisa: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/leonardo/gallery/monalisa.shtml 

1) Who (most likely) is the figure pictured in Mona Lisa?  What is another possibility for it’s 

identity? 

2) How did da Vinci paint such an ambiguous (able to be interpreted in different ways) 

expression on Mona Lisa’s face? 

3) How did da Vinci give the painting more depth, making the background look more 

distant? 

4) Where does the painting reside today? 

 

The Last Supper 

http://www.sacred‐destinations.com/italy/milan‐santa‐maria‐delle‐grazie‐last‐supper 

5) In what city is the painting located? 

6) What event does it depict? 

7) Why is the painting deteriorating more rapidly than others of its type? 

8) What is the controversy in the painting, famously discussed in the popular book The da 

Vinci Code? 

 

Michelangelo 

Sistine Chapel Ceiling 

http://arthistory.about.com/od/famous_paintings/a/sischap_ceiling.htm 

9) Who commissioned Michelangelo to paint the chapel ceiling? 

10) About how large is the painting (dimensions of the ceiling) 

11) What are some of the scenes depicted? 

12) How long did it take to finish? 

13) How did he reach the ceiling to paint it?  

 

David 

http://vlsi.colorado.edu/~rbloem/david.html 

14) What is different about Michelangelo’s David, compared to other statues of the same 

character by other sculptors? 

15) Why did the city of Florence commission Michelangelo to create the statue? 

 

Petrarch 

http://italian.about.com/library/weekly/aa021600a.htm 

16) What form of poetry did Petrarch develop? 

17) For whom did he write most of his sonnets?  Why? 
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