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Rousseau 
I$.$.$.$therefore$give$the$name$“Republic”$to$every$state$that$is$governed$by$laws,$no$matter$what$the$form$



of$its$administration$may$be:$for$only$in$such$a$case$does$the$public$interest$govern,$and$the$res$republica$



rank$as$a$reality.$.$.$.$Laws$are,$properly$speaking,$only$the$conditions$of$civil$association.$The$people,$



being$subject$to$the$laws,$ought$to$be$their$author:$the$conditions$of$the$society$ought$to$be$regulated$.$.$.$



by$those$who$come$together$to$form$it…$



$



What$then$is$government?$It$is$an$intermediary$body$established$between$the$subjects$and$the$sovereign$



[king]$to$keep$them$in$touch$with$each$other.$.$.$The$government’s$power$is$only$the$public$power$vested$



in$it.$.$.$.$when$the$[government]$has$a$particular$will$of$its$own$stronger$than$that$of$the$sovereign.$.$.$at$



that$moment$the$social$union$will$disappear$and$the$body$politic$will$be$dissolved.$



—JEAN$JACQUES$ROUSSEAU,$The$Social$Contract$



$



Rousseau:(Champion(of(Freedom$
A$third$great$philosophe,$Jean$Jacques$Rousseau$(roo•SOH),$was$



passionately$committed$to$individual$freedom.$The$son$of$a$poor$Swiss$



watchmaker,$Rousseau$won$recognition$as$a$writer$of$essays.$A$



strange,$brilliant,$and$controversial$figure,$Rousseau$strongly$



disagreed$with$other$Enlightenment$thinkers$on$many$matters.$Most$



philosophes$believed$that$reason,$science,$and$art$would$improve$life$



for$all$people.$Rousseau,$however,$argued$that$civilization$corrupted$



people’s$natural$goodness.$“Man$is$born$free,$and$everywhere$he$is$in$



chains,”$he$wrote.$



$



Rousseau$believed$that$the$only$good$government$was$one$that$was$



freely$formed$by$the$people$and$guided$by$the$“general$will”$of$



society—a$direct$democracy.$Under$such$a$government,$people$agree$



to$give$up$some$of$their$freedom$in$favor$of$the$common$good.$In$1762,$



he$explained$his$political$philosophy$in$a$book$called$The$Social$



Contract.$



$



Rousseau’s$view$of$the$social$contract$differed$greatly$from$that$of$Hobbes.$For$Hobbes,$the$social$



contract$was$an$agreement$between$a$society$and$its$government.$For$Rousseau,$it$was$an$agreement$



among$free$individuals$to$create$a$society$and$a$government.$



$



Like$Locke,$Rousseau$argued$that$legitimate$government$came$from$the$consent$of$the$governed.$



However,$Rousseau$believed$in$a$much$broader$democracy$than$Locke$had$promoted.$He$argued$that$all$



people$were$equal$and$that$titles$of$nobility$should$be$abolished.$Rousseau’s$ideas$inspired$many$of$the$



leaders$of$the$French$Revolution$who$overthrew$the$monarchy$in$1789.$



$
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Locke 
The$state$of$nature$has$a$law$of$nature$to$govern$it.$.$.$no$one$ought$to$harm$another$in$his$life,$health,$



liberty,$or$possessions:$.$.$.$Every$one$.$.$.$may$not$.$.$.$take$away,$or$impair$.$.$.$the$life,$the$liberty,$health,$



limb,$or$goods$of$another.$



$



Those$who$are$united$into$one$body,$and$have$a$common$established$law$and$judicature$[court$system]$



to$appeal$to,$with$authority$to$decide$controversies$between$them,$and$punish$offenders,$are$in$civil$



society$one$with$another$.$.$.$



—$John$Locke,$Two$Treatises$on$Government,$1690$



$



Locke’s(Natural(Rights(
The$philosopher$John$Locke$held$a$different,$more$positive,$view$of$



human$nature.$He$believed$that$people$could$learn$from$



experience$and$improve$themselves.$As$reasonable$beings,$they$



had$the$natural$ability$to$govern$their$own$affairs$and$to$look$after$



the$welfare$of$society.$Locke$criticized$absolute$monarchy$and$



favored$the$idea$of$selffgovernment.$



$



According$to$Locke,$all$people$are$born$free$and$equal,$with$three$



natural$rights—$life,$liberty,$and$property.$The$purpose$of$



government,$said$Locke,$is$to$protect$these$rights.$If$a$government$



fails$to$do$so,$citizens$have$a$right$to$overthrow$it.$Locke’s$theory$



had$a$deep$influence$on$modern$political$thinking.$His$belief$that$a$



government’s$power$comes$from$the$consent$of$the$people$is$the$



foundation$of$modern$democracy.$The$ideas$of$government$by$



popular$consent$and$the$right$to$rebel$against$unjust$rulers$helped$



inspire$struggles$for$liberty$in$Europe$and$the$Americas.$
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Voltaire 
The$state$of$nature$has$a$law$of$nature$to$govern$it.$.$.$no$one$ought$to$harm$another$in$his$life,$health,$
liberty,$or$possessions:$.$.$.$Every$one$.$.$.$may$not$.$.$.$take$away,$or$impair$.$.$.$the$life,$the$liberty,$health,$
limb,$or$goods$of$another.$
$
Those$who$are$united$into$one$body,$and$have$a$common$established$law$and$judicature$[court$system]$
to$appeal$to,$with$authority$to$decide$controversies$between$them,$and$punish$offenders,$are$in$civil$
society$one$with$another$.$.$.$
—$John$Locke,$Two$Treatises$on$Government,$1690$
$
Voltaire(Combats(Intolerance$
Probably(the(most(brilliant(and(influential(of(the(philosophes(was(François(
Marie$Arouet.$Using$the$pen$name$Voltaire,$he$published$more$than$70$
books$of$political$essays,$philosophy,$and$drama.$
Voltaire$often$used$satire$against$his$opponents.$He$made$frequent$targets$
of$the$clergy,$the$aristocracy,$and$the$government.$His$sharp$tongue$made$
him$enemies$at$the$French$court,$and$twice$he$was$sent$to$prison.$After$his$
second$jail$term,$Voltaire$was$exiled$to$England$for$more$than$two$years.$
Although$he$made$powerful$enemies,$Voltaire$never$stopped$fighting$for$



tolerance,$
reason,$freedom$
of$religious$
belief,$and$freedom$of$speech.$He$used$his$quill$
pen$as$if$it$were$a$deadly$weapon$in$a$thinker’s$
war$against$humanity’s$worst$enemies—
intolerance,$prejudice,$and$superstition.$He$
summed$up$his$staunch$defense$of$liberty$in$
one$of$his$most$famous$quotes:$“I$do$not$agree$
with$a$word$you$say$but$will$defend$to$the$
death$your$right$to$say$it.”$
$
Voltaire$befriended$several$European$
monarchs$and$nobles.$Among$them$was$the$
Prussian$king$Frederick$II.$The$two$men$
seemed$like$ideal$companions.$Both$were$witty$
and$preferred$to$dress$in$shabby,$rumpled$
clothes.$Their$relationship$eventually$soured,$
however.$Voltaire$disliked$editing$Frederick’s$
mediocre$poetry,$while$Frederick$suspected$
Voltaire$of$shady$business$dealings.$Voltaire$
eventually$described$the$Prussian$king$as$“a$
nasty$monkey,$perfidious$friend,$[and]$
wretched$poet.”$Frederick$in$turn$called$
Voltaire$a$“miser,$dirty$rogue,$[and]$coward.”$
$
$
$
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Montesquieu 
It$is$true$that$in$democracies$the$people$seem$to$act$as$they$please;$but$political$liberty$
does$not$consist$in$an$unlimited$freedom.$.$.$.$We$must$have$continually$present$to$our$minds$the$
difference$between$independence$and$liberty.$Liberty$is$a$right$of$doing$whatever$the$laws$permit,$and$if$
a$citizen$could$do$what$they$[the$laws]$forbid$he$would$be$no$longer$possessed$of$liberty,$because$all$his$
fellowf$citizens$would$have$the$same$power.$
—$BARON$DE$MONTESQUIEU,$The$Spirit$of$Laws$
$
Montesquieu(and(the(Separation(of(Powers(
Another$influential$French$writer,$the$Baron$de$Montesquieu$
(MAHN•tuh•SKYOO),$devoted$himself$to$the$study$of$political$
liberty.$Montesquieu$believed$that$Britain$was$the$bestfgoverned$
and$most$politically$balanced$country$of$his$own$day.$The$British$
king$and$his$ministers$held$executive$power.$They$carried$out$the$
laws$of$the$state.$The$members$of$Parliament$held$legislative$
power.$They$made$the$laws.$The$judges$of$the$English$courts$held$
judicial$power.$They$interpreted$the$laws$to$see$how$each$applied$
to$a$specific$case.$Montesquieu$called$this$division$of$power$among$
different$branches$separation$of$powers.$
$
Montesquieu$oversimplified$the$British$system.$It$did$not$actually$
separate$powers$this$way.$His$idea,$however,$became$a$part$of$his$
most$famous$book,$On$the$Spirit$of$Laws$(1748).$In$his$book,$Montesquieu$proposed$that$separation$of$
powers$would$keep$any$individual$or$group$from$gaining$total$control$of$the$government.$“Power,”$he$
wrote,$“should$be$a$check$to$power.”$This$idea$later$would$be$called$checks$and$balances.$
$
Montesquieu’s$book$was$admired$by$political$leaders$in$the$British$colonies$of$North$America.$His$ideas$
about$separation$of$powers$and$checks$and$balances$became$the$basis$for$the$United$States$Constitution.$
$
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