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Unit 5 – Enlightenment and Revolutions									Guided Notes

1. What is Enlightenment?
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2. Based on the information above, summarize what the mid-1600s to late 1700s were like in Western Europe and explain why this time period was ripe for the Enlightenment.







3. How is the Enlightenment similar to the past eras?





4. What is new with Enlightenment?





5. Why would scientific advancement spark change?



6. How have we seen this during our own modern times?





7. Define Natural Law:



8. 5 Core beliefs of a Philosophe
a. Reason:



b. Nature:


c. Happiness:



d. Progress:



e. Liberty



9.  What were Thomas Hobbes beliefs?





10. What were John Locke’s beliefs?





11. How did most philosophes view women’s natural rights?




12. Define laissez faire:
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13. Who was Adam Smith and what did he believe about the economy?
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What caused the Enlightenment? Why did it take place from the mid-1600s to the late 1700s?

1. Protestant Reformation and
Scientific Revolution Influence

2. Increased Book Production and
Literacy

3. Urbanization, Salons, and Coffee
Houses
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The picture shows a gathering of Enlightenment thinkers in the
salon of French hostess Marie-Thérése Rodet Geoffrin
(1699-1777) for a reading of one of Voltaire’s writings. Voltaire
was in exile in England so he is represented by the statue in the
center-left of the painting.

Martin Luther’s actions in the Protestant
Reformation challenged the Catholic Church’s hold
on power by translating the Bible into common
languages and encouraging people to read it for
themselves instead of having priests translate it for
them.

Isaac Newton and other scientists used
observation and reason to explain the true nature
of the world which often proved the Catholic
Church’s claims wrong.

Johannes Gutenberg invented his printing press
around 1440. That invention made it easier and
less expensive to produce books. It was very
important in spreading Martin Luther’s ideas during
the Protestant Reformation.

During the Enlightenment, book production
increased even more and literacy rates, the
percentage of people who were able to read, also
increased.

During the 1700s, the process of urbanization (people
moving to cities and the growth of those cities) increased
in Europe. As more people moved to cities they found
places to socialize and discuss ideas.

Coffee was a newly popular drink in Europe and
intellectuals from the upper and middle classes like the
philosophes came to coffee houses to drink it and
discuss politics and religion.

Upper class intellectuals also exchanged ideas in
salons, gatherings, usually at someone’s home where
the guests came to listen to readings and discuss a
specific topic.
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