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1. What are the two competing theories for how the first humans reached and populated the Americas? Explain.






[image: Macintosh HD:Users:juliamaurer:Desktop:Screen Shot 2018-03-19 at 3.28.56 PM.png]


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:juliamaurer:Desktop:Screen Shot 2018-03-19 at 3.31.26 PM.png]
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:juliamaurer:Desktop:Screen Shot 2018-03-19 at 3.31.32 PM.png]

1. What has genetic research revealed about the origins of Native Americans? How do they know this?

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:juliamaurer:Desktop:Screen Shot 2018-03-19 at 3.28.56 PM.png]

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:juliamaurer:Desktop:Screen Shot 2018-03-19 at 6.24.21 PM.png][image: Macintosh HD:Users:juliamaurer:Desktop:Screen Shot 2018-03-19 at 6.24.28 PM.png][image: Macintosh HD:Users:juliamaurer:Desktop:Screen Shot 2018-03-19 at 6.24.33 PM.png]
1. How have archeological discoveries cast doubt on the Ice Free Corridor Hypothesis? 



2. Describe the discoveries and the reasons why they do not line up with the hypothesis.
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2. What resources would have been available to people along the coasts?
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Pacific Coastal Migration Hypothesis

Most experts believe the earliest Americans traveled by foot across the
land bridge. However, some scholars think they also may have paddled
from Asia to the Pacific Coast in small boats. A skull discovered near

Mexico City has recently been dated to about 11,000 B.C,, making it the
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oldest skull ever found in the Americas. Some scientists studying the skull believe that it is related to the Ainu
people of Japan and that these descendants of the Ainu reached the Americas by island-hopping on boats.

[ Source: “The Earliest Americans,” Roger Beck, World History: Patterns of Interaction

Over the last 20 years however, the discourse surrounding the story of the first Americans has come into a new
light -- one that challenges the previously accepted theories and replaces them with even more shocking and
exciting ones... It began in 1997 with the discovery of an archaeological site in Monte Verde, Chile, dating back to
14,500 years ago - a full millennium older than what was previously thought to be the first people in the new
world, and indicating they settled much further south than expected... If humans settled in the Americas so much
earlier than previously thought and traveled as far as South America, is it possible that these humans journeyed to
the new world through a different route?

[ Source: “Investigating History: Finding the First Americans,” National Park Service
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Robson Bonnichsen, a longtime critic of the “Clovis
First” theory of the Ice-Free Corridor, said a
14,500-year-old site excavated near Monte Verde,
Chile, has led researchers to examine how the first
Americans spread so quickly throughout the
Americas. One of the most plausible ways, he said,
was by boat. "The coastal environment would have
provided more subsistence than an interior route,”
Bonnichsen said. "Current thinking is there were
some refugia (safe areas) along the coast, spots that
weren't glaciated. Coastal routes provide for easier,
faster movement of people.” Rolf W. Mathewes, a
professor of biological sciences at Simon Fraser
University in British Columbia, said a study of the
ancient environment shows that the Pacific
coastline 10,000 to 15,000 years ago was a "much
better option of travel” than across a frigid interior
route. Mathewes described the "lost world" of a
coastal strip of land from Alaska to the Queen
Charlotte Islands off British Columbia that is now
under more than 300 feet of water. He said glaciers
didn't go all the way to the coast in many spots,
providing vegetated "steppingstones” where maritime travelers could survive. He said food would have been
plentiful from the ocean, as marine mammals, salmon and shellfish were abundant. He said that 14,000 years ago,
the present Hecate Strait between Queen Charlotte Islands and the mainland was a treeless, flat terrain covered
with herbs, roots and other vegetation such as crow berries that provided an abundant food resource in the
summer. Driftwood would have provided fuel for fire. "About 12,000 years ago, the environment changed
dramatically, and the open landscape was colonized by trees,” Mathewes said. "This perhaps would have been
when people made a final push south. A forested environment would have been more difficult to live in." E. James
Dixon, curator of archaeology for the Denver Museum of Natural History, said the concept of an interior, ice-free
corridor is flawed and that a coastal route "would have been much more viable" for moving families and supplies.
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Ice Sheet

[ Source: “America’s early people may have come by boat from Asia,” Richard L. Hill, The Oregonian, 1998
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The main hitch to the Pacific Coastal Migration model is the lack of
archaeological evidence for a Pacific coastal migration. The reason for that is
fairly straightforward--given a rise in sea levels of 50 meters (~165 feet) or
more since the Last Glacial Maximum, the coastlines along which the original
colonists might have arrived, and the sites they may have left there, are out of
present archaeological reach, since they are now hundreds of feet underwater.

[ Source: “Populating the World,” K Kris Hirst, Archeology Expert, About.com |
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Two Competing Theories

Scientists have put forth many theories on how and when
people first arrived in the Americas. According to one
theory, the last ice age caused ocean levels to fall, exposing
dry land across the Bering Strait, between present-day
Russia and Alaska. At that time, sometime between 25,000
and 14,000 years ago, small bands of people from Asia
could have crossed this “land bridge,” known as Beringia, PACIEIC
as they followed the animals they were hunting into North ~ / /
America and formed settlements. From there, the people S /
would have continued migrating southward as they looked
for food. However, recent archaeological discoveries \
suggest that the land bridge theory may not fully explain the arrival of the first Americans. One 1mp01’cant recent
discovery is the Monte Verde site in southern Chile. Remains found there are at least 12,500 years old—and may
be as old as 30,000 years! If the remains are that old, it might have been impossible for humans to have migrated
there from the Beringia land bridge. Many scientists now think that early people may have arrived to the Americas
along the coasts, perhaps using boats. However they got here, as they spread across the continents, early
Americans had to learn to adapt to many different environments.

/ocean

Source: “Native Americans actually came from a tiny mountain region,” Rob Waugh, DailyMail.co.uk

1. Whatare the two competing theories for how the first humans reached and populated the Americas?
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American Ancestors from the Eurasian Steppe?

Altai in southern Siberia sits right at the centre of Russia. But
the tiny, mountainous republic has a claim to fame unknown
until now - Native Americans can trace their origins to the
remote region. DNA research revealed that genetic markers
linking people living in the Russian republic of Altai, southern
Siberia, with indigenous populations in North America...
Looking at the Y chromosome DNA, the researchers found a
unique mutation

shared by Native

Americans and

southern

Altaians in the

Man at the Altai Eagle Festival and Native American Indian man. Outdoor R
portrait profile. Source: Alamy/Legion Media llneage known as

Q... A study of the Altai
mutations indicated a lineage shift between 13,000 and 14,000 years -

ago - when people are thought to have walked across the ice from

Russia to America. This roughly coincides with the period when

humans from Siberia are thought to have crossed what is now the
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Bering strait and entered America... Roughly 20-25,000 years ago, these prehistoric humans carried their Asian
genetic lineages up into the far reaches of Siberia and eventually across the then-exposed Bering land mass into the
Americas. The Altai region lies at the intersection of what is now Russia, Mongolia, China and Kazakhstan.

Source: “Native Americans actually came from a tiny mountain region,” Rob Waugh, DailyMail.co.uk
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